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Woolly Tips - Applying for a School Garden Grant 

Grant applications may ask you a number of questions. It is important to answer the questions thoroughly and thoughtfully. Here are some typical garden grant questions and some Woolly tips on how to best address them! Please contact us if you have any questions schools@woollypocket.com. 

1. Typical Grant Question: Please describe the garden program you would like to start or expand.
Woolly School Garden Tip: If you already have a garden program at your school, tell the funders a little bit about it here! Identify any programs you have at your school related to gardening/nutrition, and then explain how you plan to integrate the Woolly School Garden program in to you school. If you do not yet have a garden or nutrition program at your school, you should explain what the Woolly School Garden program is, and how you will start this program at your school. 
Here is some text you can draw from about the Woolly School Garden program. Be sure to personalize this for your school, and after describing the program, let the funders know how the Woolly School Garden will fit in to your school environment. How will it affect the students? How often will the students learn in the garden? Will some teachers use the Woolly School Garden curriculum to meet their National Content Standards?
The Woolly School Garden Program
We would like to start the Woolly School Garden program at (name of your school). The Woolly School Garden is a vertical edible garden that can be hung anywhere, from a concrete wall to a chain link fence. The Woolly School Garden will serve as our hands-on outdoor classroom which will give our students the opportunity to grow food while learning about gardening, science, math, language arts, health and nutrition.  
Using the curriculum lessons provided by the Woolly School Garden Program and written by Growing Great, our students will be given the opportunity to grow the fruits and vegetables themselves, from planting the seed to harvesting the fruits of their labor! The lessons provided by Growing Great link to National and California Content Standards.
2. Typical Grant Question: Why do you want to start a garden program at your school?
Woolly School Garden Tip: Be sure to express why you’d like a Woolly School Garden at your school, and stress that school gardens have been proven to change student eating habits, improve test scores, and connect students to the environment!  Explain why this is important at your school.

3. Typical Grant Question: Which subjects will be taught in the garden?
Woolly School Garden Tip: The Woolly School Garden Program includes a fabulous nutrition and garden curriculum from Growing Great! The curriculum covers many topics, and each lesson plan indicates which National Standards and California State Standards it meets, making it simple for teachers to integrate our lessons in to the curriculum. Topics include Life Science, Science as Inquiry, Science in Personal and Social Perspectives, English/Language Arts, Reading Comprehension, Nutrition and Physical Activity, Written and Oral English Language Conventions, and Math Measurement and Geometry. (If you wish to provide more details, please email us to see a full list of curriculum standards met by grade schools@woollypocket.com).

4. Typical Grant Question: Which grades will benefit from the garden?
Woolly School Garden Tip: The Woolly School Garden Program includes a fabulous nutrition and garden curriculum from Growing Great for grades preK-8. Please indicate which grades will be involved in the garden.  

5. Typical Grant Question: What is the size of the proposed school garden?
Woolly School Garden Tip: A Woolly School Garden is a vertical garden which includes 10 “Wally Fives” that each measure 15” x 112” (five Pockets in each horizontal row).  If you stack five Wallies vertically, that’s approximately six feet high by nine feet across, or if you put all 10 together in one tall row, that’s about twelve feet high by nine feet across.  If you’re working with small children, make sure to consider their ability to reach the Pockets!

6. Typical Grant Question: Please provide a sketch of your school’s proposed garden.
Woolly School Garden Tip: Make sure your drawing is to scale, and be sure to indicate where your water source is located, which areas are shaded, and the direction your face or fence is facing. Here is an example of a school garden drawing/rendering.[image: ]
7. Typical Grant Question: Please provide your planting guide. What will you plant? When? And where?
Woolly School Garden Tip: The Woolly School Garden manual includes Planting Charts for Spring for all US Climate Zones. The manual also includes Fall Planting Charts for Zones 8,9,10, and 11. If you would like a copy of the Woolly School Garden Growing Great planting guide for your zone/region, please contact us at schools@woollypocket.com and we can provide it for you.

8. What types of seeds will you plant in your garden? 
Woolly School Garden Tip: A Woolly School Garden comes with organic edible seeds from Peaceful Valley. We will receive seeds for Spring and Fall, including green onion, carrots, arugula, cherry tomato, kale, basil, sweet pea, radish, mesculan greens, chard, beans, beet, sugar snap peas, and marigold.
9. Typical Grant Question: Have you tested the soil for contaminants? 
Woolly School Garden Tip: Because we are planting vertically with the Woolly School Garden Program on our school wall/fence, we will not be testing the school ground’s soil for contaminants. We will not be digging in the ground for this garden. All the soil and compost used in our garden will be certified organic and provided by the Woolly School Garden Program.

10. Typical Grant Question: Please provide any additional information or special projects that will enhance your school garden project. 
Woolly School Garden Tip: What is special about your school? Are there students with special needs who would benefit from a vertical edible garden? Will a garden help you connect with other organizations and groups in your community? Will you be using the garden to teach students about nutrition and food? Will you use the garden to host community service projects? Be sure to include these special projects and collaborations in your application!

11. Typical Grant Question: What infrastructure currently exists to help sustain the garden once it has been funded? 
Woolly School Garden Tip: Here, it would be useful to let the grant makers know how many hours the garden representative will be able to devote to the upkeep of the garden each week. If you will be installing a simple drip irrigation system, you should mention this here! 

12. Typical Grant Question: Do you have a community partner that you are working with?
 Woolly School Garden Tip: If you have a community partner that you are working closely with, please include them here. However, if you do not have a community partner you are working with, you may absolutely include us in your application! 
Name of Community Partners: Woolly School Gardens
Name of Community Partner Contact: Shauna Nep 
Email Address of Community Partner Contact: shauna@woollypocket.com 
Community Partner Website: www.woollyschoolgarden.org 

13. Typical Grant Question: Tell us about the Community Partner and what they add to the project. 
Woolly School Garden Tip: The Woolly School Garden Program makes sustainable school gardens possible at any school. They will provide technically assistance for our garden, should we have any questions or issues.  Since they are experts in growing vertical gardens, they will help our garden be successful. They will also help publicize our garden by posting photos along with our story on their school garden blog, twitter, and facebook. 
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Typical Woolly School Garden

Approx 20 feet across (10) Wally Fives mounted to a wall or a fence
South facing wall; back school yard
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Hardware
A Woolly School Garden can be hung on any wall or fence, and comes
with the appropriate hardware (screws, masonry, or zip-ties).

Exoskeleton or freestanding wall/fence

Install vertical posts (wood or metal) centered 22" apart.
Anchor firmly and cross-brace if needed, then just attach
Pockets with screws.
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